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THE SYMBOLIC POWER OF 
NAMING A PURPOSEFUL TRUST™  

The Trust with Your Voice and Vision

Naming a Trust is an often overlooked symbolic opportunity to 
connect the Beneficiary and Trustee to the purpose and meaning 
of the gift.  The best name for a trust is one chosen by the clients to 
reflect their deepest purposes, hopes and dreams.

KEY POINTS

• Most trusts are named by the lawyer or paralegal.  We would never allow a physician 
or hospital employee to name our child.

• There is a powerful opportunity to connect the beneficiaries and trustees to the 
purposes of a trust, or to the emotional meaning of the Trustmaker’s gift, when we 
invite our clients to participate in the naming of their trust.

• Each time a trust statement is received it will remind the beneficiary of the purpose 
and meaning of the trust if we take advantage of this opportunity.  In the lifetime 
of an adult trust beneficiary that may be 300 opportunities to reconnect with my 
parent’s or grandparents’s intent and purposes.  

One of the most symbolic and yet almost always overlooked opportunities in the design and 
creation of a trust is the naming of the Trust.  Who picks that name traditionally?  At least 9 
out of every 10 trust documents are given a name by the paralegal or attorney who is drafting 
the trust instrument.  

What names are traditionally used for the naming of a trust?  If tax savings is a critical driver 
the traditional approach is to name the trust by reference to the tax technique that is driving 
the creation of the trust.   Tax attorneys are famous for coming up with acronyms for their 
favorite tax techniques.  Here is just a small sample of the possible acronyms: GRAT – Grantor 
Retained Annuity Trust; CRAT – Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust; QPRT – Qualified 
Personal Residence Trust; and QTIP – Qualified Personal Residence Trust.
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Here is an example of a name that follows the technique or acronym which described the 
tax purpose of the trust:

THE JANE DOE GRANTOR RETAINED  
ANNUITY TRUST #2001-A

THIS TRUST AGREEMENT, effective December 18, 1998, is between Jane Doe 
of Summit County, Colorado, as grantor (“grantor”), and XXX Bank & Trust, 

of Anytown, South Dakota, as trustee (the “trustee”).  The initial trust shall be 
known as The Jane Doe Grantor Retained Annuity Trust #2001-A or as The 

Jane Doe 2001-A GRAT. 

Smith + Jones Legacy Trust
We have chosen the surnames of both my wife and myself and the word 

“Legacy” to frame the name of this trust.  Each surname should remind the 
beneficiaries of the powerful heritage they have received from both sides 
of our family.  The “+” between the two surnames emphasizes the synergy 
we feel our family generates because these two family lines came together 

with our marriage.  The word “Legacy” with a capital “L” signifies something 
deeper than the legal definition of legacy.  A legacy in the eyes of the law is 
money or property bequeathed to another.  To us Legacy not only signifies 

the wealth transmission side of this trust instrument but it also represents the 
values that have come to us from previous generations.  We hope the name of 
this trust will cause the beneficiaries to not only appreciate the value passing 

on to them but that they will always regard the values which were in large part 
responsible for our family’s financial success as a “Legacy” which they should 

build on for those who follow them.

Creating a symbolic meaning behind that name which will remind heirs of the primary 
purpose(s) our client had in creating this legal document.  Here is an example of what one 
couple put on the very first page of their trust.  It was set off in a text box so the reader’s 
attention was immediately drawn to it:
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Here is another example from a divorced mother of two:

The Red Corvette Opportunity Trust
When you see the name of this trust please remember that I know how bright 
and capable you are but how strongly I was impressed by the Red Corvette 

story’s wisdom on training and preparation.  How wise would it be for a 
parent to announce on their child’s sixteenth birthday that there is a new red 
Corvette in the driveway, with this statement:  “Happy Birthday.  I want you 
to have as much fun and excitement in life as you can.  I don’t have time to 
get you over to Driver’s Ed nor have I had time to get the car insured.  Here 
are the keys to that Red Corvette.  Take it out on the freeway and take along 

your friends for the ride of their lives.  See how fast you can get that ‘Vette up 
to.”  So please understand that the Trustee/Beneficiary Training Program I’ve 
created for you is really driver training for your inheritance.  I hope I will have 

the opportunity to do that training with you before I die.  But if I don’t the 
Trustee will make sure you receive that training before turning the keys to your 

inheritance over to you.  

Once you have the keys to the Red Corvette please remember what a 
positive opportunity I hoped this Trust will be in your life.  It is there to make it 
possible for you to pursue your dreams.  I want it to allow you the opportunity 
of reaching your fullest potential and making a difference in the world.  I also 
want you to remember the ways in which this Trust can continue to keep our 

family connected and always supporting each other.   When you get the keys, 
remember to how much I wanted this gift to be a positive impact in your life.  

Enjoy the Ride!
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What Do You Think the Name of That Trust Will Mean to this Young Beneficiary 
When He is Given the Privilege of Reading the Trust?

Finally, this is an example that came from a Jewish widow:  

The Abrahm Schneider  
‘Why Weren’t You Zusha?’ Trust

Rabbi Abrahm Cohn, one of the people whom you were named after, was 
well known for his wonderful stories about Rabbi Meshulam Zusha who lived 

between 1718-1800.  Reb Zusha was the great-great-grandfather of Rabbi 
Cohn’s wife.  So you are an 8th generation descendant of Reb Zusha.

The particular story that inspired the name and intention of this trust concerns 
Reb Zusha at the end of his life: As he laid on his deathbed surrounded by his 
disciples, Reb Zusha was crying and no one could comfort him. One student 
asked his Rebbe, “Why do you cry? You were almost as wise as Moses and 

as kind as Abraham.” Reb Zusha answered, “When I pass from this world and 
appear before the Heavenly Tribunal, they won’t ask me, ‘Zusha, why weren’t 
you as wise as Moses or as kind as Abraham,’ rather, they will ask me, ‘Zusha, 

why weren’t you Zusha?’ Always children remember to ask yourselves  
these questions:

How can I fulfill my potential? How can I follow the path that should be mine?”

When you see the name of your trust, Abrahm, please remember that it was 
the hope of both of your parents that you follow the path that is truly yours-
without need to imitate the path of others.  Know that your deceased father 
would urge you not to succumb to values and mores that are not in integrity 
with the way you have been raised.  As I leave my own inherited funds, along 

with those assets which I inherited from your father, to this trust for your 
benefit please seek to understand the values of justice, compassion and 

righteousness, which have empowered your ancestors, through the Grace of 
God, to accumulate this wealth and to give you the opportunity to find a path 

in life that is truly meaningful to you.

It is the purpose of this trust to give you the financial backing to be “Reb 
Abrahm”: to create and raise a Jewish family, to self-actualize, to bring your 

talents and intelligences to fruition, and to be able to do work and community 
service that will bring about tikkun olam (fixing of the world) as only  

YOU can do it.


